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This is a communication from the examiner In charge of your application. 
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OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 

DQ Responsive to communication (s) filed on _ 
Q This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters,. prosecution as to the merits Is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 D.C. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

—3 — 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire _ 



_ month (s), or thirty days, 



whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause 
the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 



Claim(s) _ 



Of the above, claim (s) _ 

Claim (s) 

Claim (s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



TEX 



is/are pending in the application. 

Js/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 



Js/are objected to. 



Application Papers 

O See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 



_are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



□ The drawing (s) filed on _ 
The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

[~j The specification is objected to by the Examiner., 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
Q received. 

O received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 



Js/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is Q approved □ disapproved. 



Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
Attachment(s) 



Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 
Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 
Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 



-SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES- 
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This application does not contain an abstract of the disclosure as required by 37 
CFR 1.72(b). An abstract on a separate sheet is required. 

The subject matter of this application admits of illustration by a drawing to facilitate 
understanding of the invention. Applicant is required to furnish a drawing under 37 CFR 1.81. 
No new matter may be introduced in the required drawing. 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the diverse critical features now 
claimed but not apparent to the eye from the drawings must be shown or the feature(s) canceled 
from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Well labeled patents, like the patens cited, will increase the efficiency of the Patent Office 
and enhance computer image searching. 

Page 1, the current status of applicant's parent cases must be provided. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in 
this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The scope of the claims is not clear since every critical limitation recited in the claims 
cannot be found in the length)Jspecification on and on the drawings, which creates^as to what 
features are, critical. For example, in claim 1, line 5, where is "1.1417 inches" mentioned in the 
specification? Note, also, 37 CFR 1.75(d). The invention is further obscured by failing to 
illustrate on the drawings every critical feature claimed, thereby making it unnecessarily difficult 
to compare applicant's claimed invention with the prior art. 



Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, 




As understood, applicants are claiming inherent features of the reference golf balls, each 
reference taken alone. Note, especially the patent to Nakahara et al (281). Any possible 
distinctions over said golf balls are deemed obvious minor variants thereof, simply to provide 
comparative examples. The burden is on applicants to show that inherence is not involved. 



# • 
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Art Unit: 3711 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to George J. Mario at 
telephone number (703) 308-2094. 

Marlo/tnt 
September 1, 1998 




GEORGE J. MARLO 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT m 



